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“Pray for Those in Chains” 
by 

Jennifer Jolly 
 
 

What As a persecuted Christian shares his trials and tribulations, several Christians 
offer up prayers for his physical, spiritual, and emotional needs.  
Themes: Persecution, Prayer, Intercession, Church, International Day of Prayer 
for the Persecuted Church 

 
Who Persecuted Christian 

Narrator 1 
Narrator 2 
Christian 1  

Christian 2 
Christian 3 
Christian 4 
Christian 5 

 

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Persecuted Christian could be dressed in traditional clothing of an area of the 
world where Christians are heavily persecuted—for examples: Iraq, Iran, 
Pakistan, Yemen, Syria, India, Nigeria, Sudan, North Korea, Crimea—or could be 
dressed in typical North American/European street clothes. 
*Optional prop- chains draped over the main characters arms or handcuffs 

 
Why Hebrews 13:1,3 
 
How See the end of this script for the “How”.  
 
Time Approximately 4 minutes 
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Pers Christian:  (lifts his head after the narrator finishes) Dear God! Help! I’ve done 
nothing but obey You. My only goal has been to share your good 
news, to live out your truth, and to love others according to Your 
Word. I feel weak. I feel afraid. I feel…alone. I know You are there. I 
know it! But…in the dark of the night…in the middle of this pain, I 
can’t, I just…oh, help me, Jesus. 

Narrator 1: Dear Christian, have you not been taught the writings of Paul in 
the book of Romans? “Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist 
in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints, pursue hospitality. 
Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse. Rejoice 
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” [Romans 
12:12-15, NET]  

Narrator 2: Oh, church! The author of Hebrews implores you— ‘Brotherly love 
must continue. Remember those in prison as though you were in 
prison with them, and those ill-treated as though you too felt their 
torment.’ [Hebrews 13:1,3, NET Bible] 

Pers Christian: (grabs neck or head or limps) God, I know this body is temporary. 
I’m trying not to focus on the pain, but…everything hurts, 
everything aches. It’s been so long since I’ve eaten and my mouth 
is so parched. I long for even a little water. Part of me wants to 
scream out, ‘How could another human being do this to 
someone?’ But I know they don’t know what they’re doing. I just 
want the torment to stop. I want to escape. I pray for it to end. But 
if not, Lord, help me withstand the injuries so I may tell them of 
who You are.  

Christian 1: (enters the stage, limping and/or holding a side or head while 
feeling his physical pain) Dear Great Physician, bring healing to his 
wounds and comfort to his afflictions. Supply sustenance for his 
body and nourishment for today. In Your mercy, provide daily 
bread. Safeguard his life for Your glory. Though his body is wearing 
away, renew his inner person day by day. Help him to love You 
more than life itself. (Wraps his hand in a bandage or blots his 
brow with a towel) 

Pers Christian:  (hand over his heart in despair) Oh, Lord! I know You are my Father, 
so You understand my heart. You care for my children and my wife 
even more than I do. I so long to look at her face and to hold my 
children tight. Are they afraid? Are they safe? Do they cry at night? 
Help me entrust them to You alone. Prepare me for whatever may 
happen. Help them be to be ready for what happens next. 
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Christian 2: (enters from one side of the stage, clutching your heart while 
feeling his anguish) Heavenly Father, shelter his family. Please, 
protect his children and preserve his marriage. Give him perfect 
peace and free him from worry and dread. (Puts a hand on his 
shoulder) 

Pers Christian: (clinched fists) Father, I’m sorry…I confess to you that today I don’t 
feel love or hope for my persecutors. I’m angry. They try to belittle 
you. They’ve destroyed the life I knew. They torture me, they mock 
me, and they humiliate my family. Renew my empathy and pity for 
them and mold the words of my prayers into love and 
reconciliation for them. Help me forgive them…again. Help me 
sing praises like Paul and Silas! Give me the words to speak to 
them that I may fearlessly proclaim your gospel. Help me see them 
as people for whom You died. 

Christian 3: (enters the stage with clinched fist, feeling his struggle to love) Oh, 
Jesus, help him to love and do good to those who hate him. Help 
him bless those who curse him and mistreat him. Lead him away 
from the temptation to resent and seek revenge. Fill him with the 
same power that allowed You to be beaten and taunted and 
crucified all the while looking at Your sheep with compassion. Fill 
his mind with truth and his lips with prayers and praise. (Claps his 
hands and gently lowers them) 

Pers Christian:  (wiping tears from his eyes) God? Have you forgotten me? Are you 
still there? I don’t know if I can keep going. I want to but I feel 
myself growing so weary. There doesn’t seem to be a finishing line 
to this race. The days have stretched to months. What if I give up? 
This morning, I just wanted to…I wanted to die. The hardship just 
goes on and on and on. When will it stop? 

Christian 4: (enters the stage while wiping tears for eyes) Oh, Sovereign Lord, 
bring to his mind the truth that you will never leave him or 
abandon him. He is experiencing trouble on every side, he is 
perplexed and persecuted. May he not be crushed or driven to 
despair or destroyed. Remind him that Your power is made perfect 
in weakness. May he fight the good fight as he is poured out like a 
drink offering. Though it humanly makes no sense at all, help him 
to rejoice in sharing in Your sufferings. Help him persevere! Help 
him not grow weary and lose heart! (Gently wipes a tear from his 
eyes) 

Pers Christian: Lord, will all this…will all this be worth it? (Head drops)   
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Christian 5: (enters stage with head slightly dropped to identify with the 
persecuted Christian but still able to deliver lines) Father God, 
produce in him perseverance and character and hope. May he see 
his suffering as momentary and producing an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison. Give him a glimpse of his 
imperishable crowns of glory and righteousness and rejoicing and 
life. Fix his eyes on Your Son, Jesus Christ, who endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken His seat at the right hand of 
the throne of God. May Your Spirit remind him moment to 
moment that You win, God. Your glory wins! At the name of Jesus 
every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Your glory wins! (Gently lifts his chin so his 
eyes are pointed upward) 

Pers Christian: Amen. 

Narrator 1: And all God’s people— 

Narrator 2:  in every country and in every language and in every situation—
said… 

Christians 1-5: Amen. 

Lights fade. 
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